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shall drive them out before you.
Exodus 23:31-32
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Then Joshua son of Nun sent two men secretly from
Shittim as spies, sayving, “Go, view the land,
especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the
house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and
spent the night there.
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But the woman took the two men and hid them.



Then Joshua son of Nun sent two men secretly from
Shittim as spies, sayving, “Go, view the land,
especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the
house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and
spent the night there.

But the woman took the two men and hid them.
“| know that the Lord has given vou the land and

that dread of you has fallen on us and that all the
inhabitants of the land melt in fear before you.



The Lord your God is indeed God in heaven above and on
earth below.
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“Our life for vours!”

If any of you go out of the doors of your house into the
street, they shall be responsible for their own death, and
we shall be innocent, but if a hand is laid upon any who are
with you in the house, we shall bear the responsibility for
their death.
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If any of you go out of the doors of your house into the
street, they shall be responsible for their own death, and
we shall be innocent, but if a hand is laid upon any who are
with you in the house, we shall bear the responsibility for
their death.

Then she tied the crimson cord in the window.



The city and all that is in it shall be devoted to the Lord for
destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her
in her house shall live because she hid the messengers we sent.
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The wall fell down flat.

Then they devoted to destruction by the edge of the sword all
in the city, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep,
and donkeys.



The city and all that is in it shall be devoted to the Lord for
destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her
in her house shall live because she hid the messengers we sent.

The wall fell down flat.

Then they devoted to destruction by the edge of the sword all
in the city, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep,
and donkeys.

Brought Rahab out, along with her father, her mother, her
brothers, and all who belonged to her—they brought all her
kindred out—and set them outside the camp of Israel.
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Who is Rahab?

*A sex worker who lived in the
walls of the city ot Jericho with her
family and “all that belong to her”

*Sex work, 1n any age, was the last
act of a desperate woman with no
other way to support herself

*Clearly isn’t married

She struck a deal with Israelite
I\ spies to save a lot of non-Hebtrews

and herself



Where did she live?

°14 miles from the Jordan River

brothers; no hus

in a city called Jericho
*“In” the outer wall of the city

*Poorest part of town, open to
first attack

°[ived with father, mother,

band

*Only walls not to col

apsce



What was her context?
*1550-1200 BCE

*Pagan, specifically naturalistic
polytheist

*Spies (really, pre-teens) sent to
scout the land...but they ended up
where?

*Babylonian L.aw of Hammurabi
*City-state with a monarchy

*[ies = act of treason. (:2-3)



What was so important?

*“Yahweh is L.ord in heaven and
on earth” 1s faith statement

*Covenant of Jesed must be
reciprocated; but she acts on

blind faith in TOTAL strangers

(and teenage boys, no less)
*[.ineage to Jesus
*No one is out of God’s reach

*God uses the last and the least to
advance kindness and grace







‘Red is symbolic of
blood, war, destruction

Blood plague in Egypt

‘Red horse of war in
Revelation

Esau was “red” and
fichts with his brother
over red stew



Scarlet is manmade for
dye; changing something
natural into something it is
not (a sign of luxury)

‘Represents sin and the
resulting death

Scarlet is the color of the
blood at the first Passover;
the color of liberation



Scarlet is most often
associated with the trade
of sex work

‘Rahab (and Israel) made
their sinful choices




- THE CITY IS A HEART

“So acknowledge today and that the Lord is God %
in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.” ki
Deuteronomy 4:39

_o—._-._ﬂ- o -1'u ? :I Jr— . e —

ﬁ '.1 k % 0 — =1 — i :
‘.L gy ", — --ir"lr‘i'.'-lfr -‘- 1-'-_ : |I-|.$-"_. — a - e — — !_ .‘_... L
4 "'I-_._.?.;qf-tt.-:"'n = L-*I 1.'1;% - — 1;-_.!‘:_{ s 4
=i = B = - ey '.- -__l‘.ﬁ'___r. iy
- _‘_-'!:‘,-_ ) iE_.:: ,L [ - .—__'fl o
= t_-‘-*..-"f- = -l:r .-:_-I.n" ”1..-L| iI---I-'Ii--|r-
-r' _.'..;.P .._' r_..—.'. "'T.' Ii..l'-:l—'l= F..} et e T

.-"_‘_ - =
“-"’!'Lh\:ﬂ?jﬂ.ﬁ'#f- - -

*5'!@3%“_: __._J'-..-I '_.1 ".l‘.'- -.'-. il

'i'f"ii-’-;:_r_ el 2 ),

[
--._' -
™

ol = 90

e |
HE,
'__







Who Is Rahab?

*Lonah vs. Qedesh
*Josephus calls her house £atagogion

*Several rabbinical writings gloss the zonah
with the Greek pandokeus, or innkeeper

e /onahs often worked out of the seedier
places, like taverns and inns

*The line 1s blurry, so a female innkeeper
could be a euphemism for a sex worker

* The Israelites saved her family “and all
who belonged to her”




Where did she live?

* In a house inside or against the
outermost wall of the Pagan city of
Jericho, 14 miles from the Jordan River, at
the base of a mountain range

*Ruled by a monarch who upheld the

ancient laws

*She wasn’t the stranger in a foreign land;
she was at home

*Whose reputation is really at stake here?




What was her context?
* She was the head of a household
* She was a business owner
* She wasn’t Hebrew

* She wasn’t bound by the law of
Yahweh or the writings of Torah

e Her law code was Hammurabi




Why she is important

e What matters more to God: sinful behavior
or content of the heart?

* She also saved the spies; total strangers

* The Hebrew word for /:d is the same verb
used when Moses’ mom hid him in the
basket for his safety and nurture

* She’s in the ancestral line of Jesus

* She was a visionary who got things done




Important to know Rahab

*Deserves more than “Rahab the
prostitute”™
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*See past the labels we put on each
other

*We know what God asks of us, in
regard to strangers in our country

* At best, her lived experience 1s ignhored;
at worst, history has silenced her

*Nevertheless, she persisted and would
not be tamed
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It won’t until YOU decide 1t will.



i

We envision a financially-inclusive world where
e aII people hold the power to improve their
lives.

f

More than 1.7 billion people around the world are unbanked and can't access the financial
services they need. Kiva Is an international nonprofit, founded in 2005 in San Francisco,

with a mission to expand financial access to help underserved communities thrive.






Patricia Abigail

12 days $65togo

REMAINING 94% FUNDED

A loan of $1,000 helps to purchase corn
for her business making and selling
tortillas.

El Salvador at a glance

\ T | - ' 4 $7.500 533
23 years old S
Has a high school education Single, lives with mother
Tortilla business in the house for the last year
Wants to go back to school to have a professional career



Vitalia is a 57-year-old married
woman with five children who has
worked in agriculture her whole life.

Vitalia is requesting financial
assistance from Kiva for paddy
farming, including: land cultivation,

REMAINING BT 1090 land tilling, transportation, buying

A loan of $400 helps to buy farm fertilizers and paying laborers.

services and inputs, including land
cultivation and tilling, transportation, She will be able to harvest a variety

fertilizers and worker salaries. of crops for sale, allowing her to

better support her family with
health insurance and paying for her
$1,900 16 children’s educations.

AVERAGE ANNUAL INCOME (USD) LOANS CURRENTLY FUNDRAISING

Tanzania at a glance
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