
Sexuality Rules

The church of Jesus Christ has always had an opinion about sexuality.  As people who 
contend that the Bible is God’s Word to us, we have a God who is not squeamish about 
genetalia (think circumcision) and who has opinions about how his people express 
their God-given libido.  So it is no surprise that there is a discussion in the church 
about appropriate expressions of sexuality.

But it is not solely the church’s discussion.  Indeed, rules for sexual expression may be 
the most de�ning issue of our generation.  
• Consider the most recent Olympic games: The president of the United States 
chose not to attend (nor send a spouse our vice-president), but rather sent openly gay 
athletes as an o�cial delegation because of Russia’s stance against homosexuals and 
their human rights.  
• In June of this year, the US government cancelled �nancial and military support 
to Uganda when the country joined 37 other African nations in signing a law criminal-
izing homosexual behavior.  
• President Obama confessed his evolution on the issue of gay marriage in an 
interview in May of 2012 on ABC’s Good Morning America.  This interview made 
same-gender marriage a central topic in the elections that followed six months later.
• As of June there are sixteen states that allow for same-gender marriage.  These 
decisions were made by court decision, state legislatures, and popular votes (5, 8, 3 
respectively).  I was a resident in California when the vote came about amending the 
state constitution to de�ne marriage.  I observed residents picketing and literally 
yelling on street corners in our sedate suburban enclave.
Our country, our politicians and our citizens clearly have an opinion about the rules for 
sexual expression both here and abroad.

But it is more than just the church and the country and the international community 
having conversations about rules for sexual expression.  For many of us this conversa-
tion is personal.  My cousin is a lesbian. She was in a committed relationship with her 
partner for years.  When it became legal to do so, they married.    

Clearly, the topic of sexuality rules many of our public conversations.  Among my 
many, many prayers for our congregation’s denominational conversation is that we will 
be able to name our in�uences.  That is, will you and I be able to say, “My conviction is 
informed by my country…or my politics…or my personal relationships”?  Further, will 
we be willing to say that these in�uences are secondary to the Bible as we understand 
them?

I pray for our church every day.  I hope you will join me. 

Pastor Daniel


