
Whitworth Church • Leadership Standards 
Inviting Community and University to Know Jesus 

Jesus said of his followers: I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly (John 10:10). 
Part of becoming fully alive in Jesus is to allow him to use YOU to make a difference in his 
world! And because the local church is the primary tool with which God is redeeming his world, 
the leadership of Whitworth Church - deacons, elders, Sunday school teachers, youth leaders or 
other mentors - is critical to the success of God’s rescue mission to his people and to his creation.  

Two keys for any healthy church are that its leaders are personally seeking to follow Jesus more 
closely (John 15:1-8), and that they are united in purpose, belief and practice (John 17:22-23). 
Toward that end, it is the expectation that the beliefs, words and actions of those in leadership at 
Whitworth Community Presbyterian Church will be consistent with these statements: 

I have a mature, growing Christian faith, which includes: 
• an understanding of basic Christian beliefs 
• praying to God regularly about my concerns, requests, fears and joys 
• reading and applying God’s Word in my life 
• regular worship with Whitworth Church’s community of believers 
• taking time to know and be known by others walking on the road with Jesus. 

Whitworth Church welcomes all people to our community of faith, regardless of where they are 
in their spiritual journey and regardless of any behaviors in which they may be engaged. 
Scripture calls church leaders, teachers and mentors, however, to a higher standard: to encourage 
others to follow our example as we seek to follow Jesus. Therefore, I am committed to making 
choices that are consistent with scriptural qualifications for church leadership (I Tim 3:1-3) 
(passage reprinted on reverse), and in keeping with qualities of one seeking to live a Spirit-led 
life (Gal. 5:16-26)  (passage reprinted on reverse): 

 Self-Control: I seek to exercise self-control in speech and action:  

• To be even-tempered, to avoid gossip, and to build-up the body of believers at Whitworth 
Church in peace, unity, truth and love.  

• To avoid that which threatens to replace Jesus as the rightful Lord of my life, including 
substance abuse, pornography, materialism and other potential idols.  

 Sexual Ethics: I am committed to faithfulness in marriage between a man and a woman, or 
chastity in singleness. 

 Honesty / Integrity: I am committed to biblical ethical and moral standards in both my 
private conduct and in my interaction with others. 

Again, thanks for your willingness to use the gifts God has given you for the good of Whitworth 
Church and his world. May you be blessed as God uses you to draw others to himself! 



I Timothy 3:1-3 (CEV) 

1 It is true that anyone who desires to be a church official wants to be something worthwhile. 
2 That’s why officials must have a good reputation and be faithful in marriage. They must be 
self-controlled, sensible, well-behaved, friendly to strangers, and able to teach. 3 They must not 
be heavy drinkers or troublemakers. Instead, they must be kind and gentle and not love money. 

Galatians 5:16-26  (The Message) 

16-18 My counsel is this: Live freely, animated and motivated by God’s Spirit. Then you won’t 
feed the compulsions of selfishness. For there is a root of sinful self-interest in us that is at odds 
with a free spirit, just as the free spirit is incompatible with selfishness. These two ways of life 
are antithetical, so that you cannot live at times one way and at times another way according to 
how you feel on any given day. Why don’t you choose to be led by the Spirit and so escape the 
erratic compulsions of a law-dominated existence? 
19-21 It is obvious what kind of life develops out of trying to get your own way all the time: 
repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; 
frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid loneliness; 
cutthroat competition; all-consuming-yet-never-satisfied wants; a brutal temper; an impotence to 
love or be loved; divided homes and divided lives; small-minded and lopsided pursuits; the 
vicious habit of depersonalizing everyone into a rival; uncontrolled and uncontrollable 
addictions; ugly parodies of community. I could go on. 
This isn’t the first time I have warned you, you know. If you use your freedom this way, you will 
not inherit God’s kingdom. 
22-23 But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings gifts into our lives, much the same 
way that fruit appears in an orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance about life, 
serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a 
conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find ourselves involved in loyal 
commitments, not needing to force our way in life, able to marshal and direct our energies 
wisely. 
23-24 Legalism is helpless in bringing this about; it only gets in the way. Among those who 
belong to Christ, everything connected with getting our own way and mindlessly responding to 
what everyone else calls necessities is killed off for good—crucified. 
25-26 Since this is the kind of life we have chosen, the life of the Spirit, let us make sure that we 
do not just hold it as an idea in our heads or a sentiment in our hearts, but work out its 
implications in every detail of our lives. That means we will not compare ourselves with each 
other as if one of us were better and another worse. We have far more interesting things to do 
with our lives. Each of us is an original.


